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SUPREME DECREE 4200- MEASURES AGAINST THE 
SPREAD OF COVID-19 

 
March 26th, 2020 

 
 
Yesterday, March 25, 2020, Supreme Decree No. 
4200 was published in the Official Gazette of 
Bolivia, establishing new measures against the 
spread of COVID-19. 
 
It is for this reason that we send the reader the latest 
updated notes with information that we receive in 
Ontier for your general knowledge. 
 
In this sense: 
 
(i) A state of sanitary emergency is declared 

throughout the country, as well as the total 
quarantine being extended until 
Wednesday, April 15, 2020, with the 
suspension of public and private activities 
(2nd Article).  

 
(ii) The state of emergency is one of the 

exceptional regimes that the government of 
a country can dictate in exceptional 
situations. During this so-called exception 
regime, the government reserves the power 
to restrict or suspend the exercise of some 

citizen rights by virtue of national defense or 
security. This determination will allow the 
Government to promote a more active 
participation of the Armed Forces and the 
National Police in the fight against the 
coronavirus. 

 
(iii) In addition, the Government took the following 

measures (4th Article): 
 

a) The circulation of public and private 
motorized vehicles is prohibited except for the 
means of transport for the transfer of the 
Armed Forces, the Bolivian Police and public 
and private health services and others that by 
strategic nature are dedicated to the provision 
of basic services and supply of essential items.  
  
b) It is strictly forbidden to carry all kinds of 
firearms, white weapons and any explosive 
material that could threaten the integrity of 
people or public or private property. 
  
c) Social meetings, political meetings, rallies, 
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demonstrations, strikes and blockades of 
streets, urban, rural and neighborhood 
roads is prohibited. 

 
(iv) Regarding the movement of the country's 

inhabitants, only one person per family may 
do so and they must be over eighteen (18) 
years of age and under 65 (sixty-five) years 
of age from 07:00 am to 12:00 pm from 
Monday to Friday in order to stock up on 
the necessary products and supplies. Said 
people within the aforementioned ages may 
leave according to the completion of the last 
digit of their Identity Card – ID according to 
the following detail (5th Article):  

  
a) Monday, the people whose number of ID 
ends at 1 and 2; 

  
b) Tuesday, the people whose number of ID 
ends at 3 and 4; 

  
c) Wednesday, the people whose number of 
ID ends at 5 and 6; 

  
d) Thursday, the people whose number of 
ID ends at 7 and 8; 

 
e) Friday, the people whose number of ID 
ends at 9 and 0. 
* In case the identification is alphanumeric, 
they must consider the last contiguous 
numerical digit 
 

 
People who do not comply with the 
provisions regarding the day and ending of 
the last digit of their ID they will be liable to 
a pecuniary fine in the amount of Bs. 
1,000.- (ONE THOUSAND 00/100 
BOLIVIANOS). 
 

(iv)  People of sixty-five (65) years of age and 
over will be collaborated by the Bolivian 
Police and the Armed Forces to provide 
them with assistance so that they can obtain 
the necessary products and supplies (5th 
Article). 

 
Likewise, the validity of the IDs expired 
from November 2019 to June 2020 is 
extended. 
 

(v) The hours are established from 08:00 to 
12:00 for the opening and customer service 
of bank financial institutions and non-bank 
financial institutions, public, private or 
mixed, and neighborhood stores, markets, 
supermarkets and article supply centers. of 
first necessity. Pharmaceutical and health 
establishments are exempted, including 
private clinics, health posts and other health 
establishments at different levels (6th 
Article). 

 
(vi)  Public and private companies, people 

dedicated to supply activities or producers 

of basic necessities, must carry out their 
activities from Monday to Sunday twenty-four 
(24) hours a day, in order to guarantee the 
supply of products to the entire population. . 
The supply with their suppliers must be 
between 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m., according to 
the modality applicable to their activity, they 
must also provide the means of transport and 
the corresponding authorizations for the 
movement of their personnel (7th Article). 

 
(vii)  The Authorities of the Executive Branch will 

facilitate the circulation of vehicles of the 
Transporting Companies of monetary material 
and values, to guarantee the permanent supply 
of cash in the Financial Intermediation 
Entities, as well as in the ATMs. The Central 
Bank of Bolivia (BCB) and the Financial 
Intermediation Entities will facilitate the 
massive use of electronic means of payment for 
the purchase of goods and services. For this 
purpose, the validity of the electronic signature 
in financial transactions is provided, without 
restrictions for the conclusion of financial 
contracts and remote purchases, through the 
use of security keys and passwords with the 
security measures established by the Financial 
Intermediation Entities (8th Article). 

 
The provision of cash at ATMs will be carried 
out continuously or according to the modality 
applicable to your activity. The BCB and the 
Financial System Supervisory Authority (ASFI) 
will issue the regulations that are necessary for 
compliance with the provisions. 
 

(viii) The national government will pay the electric 
bills of the domestic category of the country 
that consume up to Bs.120.- (ONE HUNDRED 
TWENTY 00/100 BOLIVIANOS) 
corresponding to the months of April, May and 
June 2020. Likewise, the national government 
will pay fifty percent (50%) of household water 
consumption, from April to May and June as a 
consequence of the declaration of national 
health emergency and total quarantine for 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) (10th Article). 

 
(ix) People who fail to comply with the provisions 

of the Supreme Decree, will be subject to arrest 
for eight (8) hours plus the imposition of a 
pecuniary fine in the amount of Bs1,000.- 
(ONE THOUSAND 00/100 BOLIVIAN) 
without prejudice to criminal complaint 
corresponding to the Public Ministry for the 
commission of crimes against public health. 

 
The drivers of the vehicles that do not comply 
with the provisions of this Supreme Decree and 
that do not have authorization for circulation, 
will be liable to the hijacking of their vehicles 
until the conclusion of the total quarantine and 
subject to arrest for eight (8) hours, without 
prejudice to the corresponding criminal 
complaint before the Public Ministry for the 
commission of crimes against public health. 
Additionally, the drivers of the vehicles will be 
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liable to a pecuniary fine of Bs1,500.- (ONE 
THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED 00/100 
BOLIVIANOS) in the case of two (2) wheels 
vehicles, and a pecuniary fine of Bs2,000. - 
(TWO THOUSAND 00/100 BOLIVIANOS), 
in the case of vehicles with more than two 
(2) wheels (13th Article). 

 
People who commit crimes against public 
health will be subject to deprivation of 
liberty for one (1) to ten (10) years, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Penal 

Code. 
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